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aa Stefanelli 11882. Originally published in 1850, New Varieties “was 
Mi esigned as a convenient and authentic manual for individuals or institu- 
4 fs dealing in the precious metals, and especially those engaged in the 
‘BBtaifornia trade, then newly opened. It also served the purpose of a supple- 
ferent to a larger work by the same authors on the same subject, issued in 
W9 1342... The lapse of time and change of circumstances have required that it 
* sould be taken apart, reconstructed, and in various respects essentially 
‘“Warered... There is appended a reprint of the ‘Pledges of History; or, A Brief 
@ kxount of the Collection of Coins Belonging to the Mint of the United States,’ 
ich was issued by the Assistant Assayer in 1846, and of which scarcely a 
my remains. Some interesting additions are made to this branch also...” 
Apparently a later issue, without the 16 page Merchant's and Banker's Al- 
anac for 1852 section. Rarely encountered and the first such example we 
tave offered for sale in many years. 


99,0332 Ford, John J., Jr. INFORMATION CONCERNING GOLD, ELEC- 
. RUM, SILVER BARS & INGOTS OF NUMISMATIC INTEREST WANTED! 
“BPockville Centre, 1957. Single 8.5 x 11 inch tinted sheet printed 
4m both sides, including excellent illustrations of a gold coin, 
ars, ingots and a fractional note. Original mailing fold-marks. 
Wa lery fine. (25.00) 
“S48 the front side, the original value comparisons have been crossed through 
ared ink and the following note in red ink written below: “Valuations 28 
“fy ars out of date! (signed) J. J. Ford, Jr.” 
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2333 Griffin, Clarence. THE BECHTLERS AND BECHTLER COIN- 
a AGE AND GOLD MINING IN NORTH CAROLINA 1814-1830. Forest 
‘BCity, 1929. (4), 15, (1) pages, text illustrations of coins. Original 
# printed light gray card covers, minor discoloration at staples and 
op margins of first few leaves. Fine. (200.00) 
% Clain-Stefanelli 12471. Rarely offered. As noted in the preface, this was 
94 ‘he first complete sketch of the Bechtlers ever published.” In his survey of 
3% previous literature, Don Kagin wrote: “The fascinating issues of North 
@e Carolina were covered by Clarence Griffen’s (sic) comprehensive 
xcount...to which comparatively little has been added.” 
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792334 Grimstad, Bill & Drake, Raymond L. THE LAST GOLD RUSH: 
A PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE CRIPPLE CREEK & VICTOR GOLD 
SAUINING DISTRICT. Victor, 1983. 159, (1) pages, heavily illustrated. 
3 Quarto. Original printed card covers. Fine. (25.00) 


4 2335 Kagin, Donald H. PRIVATE GOLD COINS AND PATTERNS OF 
@ THE UNITED STATES. New York: Arco Publishing, Inc., 1981. xxiv, 
42), 406 pages, illustrated throughout. Original brown full cow- 
“@hide, raised spine bands, gilt, all page edges gilt, moiré 
gindsheets, silk marker, decorative headbands, glassine dust 
¥ izcket, original brown leatherette protective box. As new. (175.00) 


E. The Deluxe Leatherbound Edition. No. 25 of 100 copies. Autographed by 
@q he author on the title. 
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42336 Kagin’s. 1983 ANA AUCTION. San Diego, August 16-20, 
41983. xvi, 333, (1) pages, 3891 lots, color plates and other illus- 
Frations, errata sheet laid in. Quarto. Original printed card cov- 
ass. Very fine. (15.00) 
% This important sale featured “the most comprehensive selection of private 
# wld coins and patterns to be auctioned in recent decades.” 
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a 2337 Kagins. THE KAGIN COLLECTION OF PRIVATE GOLD COINS. 
4 San Francisco, circa 1984. (8) pages, color illustrations. Small 
*4 quarto. Original pictorial paper covers. As new. (15.00) 
 Aninteresting brochure on this remarkable collection. 


4 2338 Kaplan, Sol. HISTORY OF AUGUSTUS HUMBERT AND FIFTY 
PT DOLLAR SLUG. Cincinnati, no date (1964 according to an ink 
} note on this copy). 5 leaves, folded, in the original printed blue 
card covers. Very fine. (45.00) 


Scarce. 














339 | osoff, A. PIONEER GOLD COINAGE OF THE WEST (THE 
KENYON V. PAINTER COLLECTION). No place of publication: So! 
Kaplan, 1964. 24 pages, illustrated. Quarto. Original printed card 
covers. Very fine. (20.00) 





2340 osoff, A. PIONEER GOLD COINAGE OF THE WEST (THE 


KENYON V. PAINTER COLLECTION). No place of publication: Sol 
Kaplan, 1964. 24 pages, illustrated. Quarto. Original black cloth, 
gilt, original printed card covers bound in, octagonal “window” 
in front cover. Near new. (75.00) 


The Special Hardbound Edition, with “C. C. Schroyer’ stamped in gilt at the 
base of the front cover. Ex libris Frank and Laurese Katen. 


2341 Lee, Ed M. CALIFORNIA GOLD QUARTERS, HALVES, DOL- 
LARS. A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF PRIVATELY ISSUED, INTERESTING 
AND HISTORICAL COINS OF SMALL DENOMINATIONS. Glendale, 
1932. 94 pages, 1 halftone plate of coins. Original blue cloth, 
gilt. Very fine. (100.00) 
Scarce. The pioneering work on this captivating and complex series. Ed. 
Lee was especially blessed in the publication of this work by the assistance 
of his two sons: Kenneth W. Lee, Numismatist and Wilbur E. Lee, Printer. 
Ed. and Kenny jointly collected California fractional gold coins, orders & 
decorations, and communion tokens and avidly promoted coin collecting in 
Southern California. Their outstanding fractional gold collection, extensively 
augmented by Kenny, eventually formed the basis for the current standard 
Breen-Gillio work on the topic. 


2342 Lee, Kenneth W. CALIFORNIA GOLD DOLLARS, HALF DOL- 
LARS, QUARTER DOLLARS... Glendale, 1970. First Edition. xii, 
138 pages, 1970 value guide laid in. Original blue cloth, let- 
tered in gilt. Very fine. (20.00) 


2343 Lee, Kenneth W. CALIFORNIA GOLD DOLLARS, HALF DOL- 
LARS, QUARTER DOLLARS... Santa Ana: George Frederick Kolbe 
Publications, 1979. First Illustrated Edition. 120, (8) pages, fron- 
tispiece portrait, enlarged coin illustrations in the text. Quarto. 
Blue leatherette, gilt, valuation list laid in. Very fine. (35.00) 
Signed by the author in blue ink on the title. Acomplimentary copy, with the 
presentation card of the publisher loosely laid in. Kenneth Lee died less 
than a year after publication and, except for the 25 copies autographed for 
the publisher, as here, he signed only a handful of other copies. 


2344 McClure, Dudley L. TALES OF THE GOLDEN BEAVERS. TWO 
COINS AND THEIR MAKERS. lola, 1977. 64 pages, numerous text 
illustrations. Quarto. Original card covers. As new. (20.00) 


2345 McGarry, Sheridan L. MORMON MONEY. Reprinted from 
The Numismatist, no date. 48 pages, text illustrations of paper 
money and coins. Self-covered as issued. Very fine. (10.00) 


2346 Mehl, B. Max. ANNOUNCING THE ROMANCE OF THE PIO- 
NEERS. A NUMISMATIC HISTORY OF THE GOLDEN WEST OF PIO- 
NEER DAYS, 1849-1861, AS REPRESENTED BY THE VALUABLE 
COLLECTION OF PIONEER AND TERRITORIAL GOLD COINS FORMED 
BY JUDGE CHARLES W. SLACK, SAN FRANCISCO. TO BE CATA- 
LOGUED AND SOLD BY B. MAX MEHL, NUMISMATIST. Fort Worth: 
Mehl Building, (1925). Alarge sheet of fancy gold paper with an 
embossed moiré pattern, printed in black ink, folded in half twice 
to form a four page brochure. Very fine. (25.00) 


Avery scarce sale prospectus for Mehl’s May Sth, 1925 sale of Judge Slack’s 
important collection. 


2347 Morgan, Dale L., Editor. THREE YEARS IN THE KLONDIKE 
BY JEREMIAH LYNCH. Chicago: The Lakeside re: es © 
Donnelley & Sons Company, Christmas, 1967. Ivi, 375, (1) 
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GEORGE FREDERICK KOLBE/FINE NUMISMATIC BOOKS . AUCTION SALE LXXVI DEC. 1S, 144 
819 Wilcke, J. SOLV- OG GULDMONTFOD 1845-1914. Kgbenhavn, 1930. 322 pages, text illustrations, paper currency facsimiles 
tipped in. Finely bound in modern brown levant half morocco, gilt, top page edges gilt, gilt monogram of René Jessen Christianson 


on upper cover, original printed card covers bound in. Very fine. (100.00) 
Clain-Stefanelli 12872. 


820  [Wilcke, J.]. FORTEGNELSE OVER EN NUMISMATISK SAMLING TILHORENDE DEPARTMENTCHEF DR. POLIT. J. WILCKE. J. 
DEL: NUMISMATISKE BOGER, 2. DEL! MEDAILLER SAMT SVENSKE MONTER. 3. DEL: DANMARK OG NORGE. 4. DEL: SLESVIG-HOLSTEN, 
KOLONIMONT M.M. PENGESEDLER. ANTIKE MONTER. Kgbenhavn: Winkel & Magnussens and Chr. Hee’s Eftf., 1945-1946. Four 
parts complete, bound in one volume. 51, (1); 63, (1); 58, (2); 74, (2) pages, 972 + 400 + 1101 + 840 lots, numerous text 
illustrations. Finely bound in modern brown levant half morocco, gilt, top page edges gilt, gilt monogram of René Jessen 


Christianson on upper cover, first printed front card cover bound in. Very fine. (100.00) 
Mortensen 414-417. Clain-Stefanelli 11255. Grierson page 307. 


821 Wilcke, J. RENASSSANCENS MONT- OG PENGEFORHOLD 1481-1588. Kgbenhavn, 1950. 585, (3) pages, numerous text illustra- 
tions Finely bound in modern brown levant half morocco, gilt, top page edges gilt, gilt monogram of René Jessen Christianson 


on upper cover, original printed card covers bound in. Very fine. (125.00) 
Clain-Stefanelli 8796. 


822 Ziervogel, Evald. B. C. D. DISSERTATIO ACADEMICA, DE RE NUMMARIA EIUSQUE IN HISTORIA SUIOGOTHICA USU; CUIUS 
PARTEM PRIOREM, PARTEM SECUNDAM, PARTEM TERTIAM... Stockholm, 1745-1749. Three parts complete, bound in one volume. 
(8), 69, (1); (10), (71)-169, (9); (6), (171)-195 [mis-numbered 165], (1) pages, occasional woodcut decorations, fine numismatic 
headpiece engraving, 6 engraved plates of coins and medals, several folding. Quarto: 21 x 16 cm. Finely bound in turn-of-the- 
century polished tan speckled half calf, sides ruled in gilt, spine handsomely decorated in a gilt floral motif, reddish-brown label, 
gilt, marbled sides and endsheets, red-speckled page edges, bottom margins of first part slightly smaller. Very fine. (450.00) 
Lipsius page 445. Ex Joh. Ax. Almquist, with his label and ink stamp at the base of the titles. Printed ticket of G. Hedberg, Stockholm, the royal binder. Rare. 


823 Ziervogel, Evald. FORELASNINGER OFWER UPSALA ACADEMIES MYNT-SAMLING... Upsala, 1772. (4), 180, (6) pages. Quarto: 
21.5 x 17.5 cm. Contemporary tan quarter calf, spine handsomely decorated in gilt, blue-speckled page edges. Fine. (300.00) 
Ex libris Kurt Winberg. Rare. 


NORTH AMERICAN NUMISMATICS 


“Stan, I am scared shitless!” 


824 Breen, Walter. PRELIMINARY REPORT CONCERNING A HOARD OF 18TH CENTURY MEXICAN GOLD INGOTS. DRAFT. Original 
typescript, revised in ink. Circa 1980-early 1981. 6, (11) leaves [17 sheets in all]. 8.5 x 11 inches, typed on one side, annotated 
in black and turquoise ink. Loose sheets. (also) Breen, Walter. PRELIMINARY REPORT CONCERNING A HOARD OF 18TH CENTURY 
MEXICAN GOLD INGOTS. DRAFT V. Duplicated typescript and duplicated illustrations. Dated March 1981. 33, (4) leaves [37 sheets 
in all], 25 sheets of illustrations + 5 sheets of legends, “mintmark” stamps, devices, etc. 8.5 x 11 inch sheets, typed on one side, 
annotated before copying. Loose sheets. (also) Breen, Walter. COVER LETTER. Berkeley, April 9, 1981. Original typescript, 
signed “Walter Breen” in violet ink. Single sheet. 8.5 x 11 inches. (also) Breen, Walter. PRIVATE COVER LETTER. (Berkeley), 
April 9, (1981). Single sheet. 8.5 x 11 inches. (2,500.00) 
A fascinating archive, amply demonstrating Walter Breen’s immense numismatic knowledge and penchant for hyperbole. In the original draft present here he 
writes: “During the period 1956-58, a group of approximately forty gold ingots and fragments came to light from a source not known to have been connected 
with the numismatic profession... These gold ingots attracted little numismatic attention except among a few specialists prior to 1965, when one was pictured in 
the Encyclopedia Britannica... However, following on another controversy involving the man who distributed many of these ingots, they were condemned. ..as 
forgeries, without...having (been) given...any detailed study, and on grounds which now appear to have been grossly insufficient. The purpose of the present 
study is to reopen the question of their genuineness or falsity, especially as in recent years this has been central to allegations made against their distributor.” A 
long and detailed examination follows, in which he stresses “that the identities of previous owners are in no way evidential as to either genuineness or falsity of 
any numismatic items. This needs to be reemphasized owing to remarks...that such items must be judged by (among other things) ‘the company they keep.’ 
Without indulging in personalities, one may still recall that another term for that is ‘guilt by association,’ a concept which has no force in law but which was used 
to devastating effect during the 1950’s by the unlamented Senator Joseph R. McCarthy...” The second report, Draft V, appears to have been the last issued by 
Breen though it reaches no conclusions. It is consideraply more detailed, now noting “approximately 45 gold ingots” and accompanied by photocopied photo- 
graphs of many specimens. It is not known if the original typescript and photographs have survived. Breen’s “official” cover letter summarizes the current status 
of the report, noting: “It is complete except for the conclusions...Present tentative conclusion: ‘possibly genuine’— but with problems not resoluble until 
certain (named) tests are completed.” A detailed discussion of the proposed tests follows, including examination under a binocular microscope and x-ray 
diffractometry. The second letter is a personal one expressing Breen’s fears, in terms even more graphic (if that is possible) than the comment headlined above, 
should the ingots prove to be fabrications. Still unresolved, the threads of this and related controversies continue to be the subject of spirited debate. 


54 


6 [c (Of THE JOHN J. FORD, JR. NUMISMATIC LIBRARY 


751 \*> Pollock, Andrew W.,, III, Compiler. UNITED STATES GOLD COINAGE DIE VARIETIES. (Wolfebefo, 1995). 
Original computer printout accompanied by photocopy illustrations. 212 leaves of text, printed oxf one side, 92 
sheets featuring fine photocopy illustrations, generally several per sheet, greatly enlarged. Quarto. Original 
blue leath&xette covers. (250.00) 


Accompanied b}\a September 27, 1995 letter on Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. stationery from Pollg€k to John J. Ford, reading: 
“Please find enclostd a manuscript copy of a work entitled U. S. Coinage Die Varieties 1795-1834. This is sep to you with the compliments 
of Bowers and Merens, As this is a work in progress, I am eager to receive information on unlisted die Yarieties, die states, and emission 
sequences. I hope that yu will find this manuscript to be interesting and useful.” 


752 ~* Poore, Ben: Perle\, A DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE OF GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
SEPTEMBER 5, 1774-MARCH 4, 188, Washington: James Anglim & Co., 1885., 1391 pages. 30.5 x 25 x 7 cm. Modern 
processed brown half leather, gt, title margins neatly strengthened Nery fine. (250.00) 
Ex Demilt Library, New York, with oval inktamp on title and elsewhere. A monupgental reference work, indispensable to those interested 


in collecting, accessing, establishing the existence of, or researching the immerse body of government publications relating to coining, 
minting, paper currency, and various other nuryjsmatic topics. Rarely offered. 


753 * Potter, Elisha R(eynolds). A BRIEF AQQOUN)OF EMISSIONS OF PAPER MONEY, MADE BY THE COLONY OF 
RHODE-ISLAND. Providence: Published by John By Brown, 1837. 48 pages. 23 x 12.5 cm. Self-covered, sewn at the 
spine, a trifle foxed. Fine. (200.00) 


Sigler 2088. Newman page 398. Phillips page iii: “an iwteresting ahd elaborate sketch.” The first work on the paper money of a single 
Colony, and one of the earliest American works of numismatic import\The expanded 1880 edition notes that “This pamphlet has become 
quite scarce, and in such demand that copies, in atiction sales in other cigs, have realized the sum of two dollars.” 





754 ~* Potter, Elisha R. & Rider, Sidney S. SOME ACCOUNT OF THE BILLS OF CREDIT OR PAPER MONEY OF RHODE 
ISLAND, FROM THE FIRST ISSUE IN 1710, TO THE FINAL ISSUE, 1786... WITH TWENTY ILLUSTRATIONS. Providence: Rhode 
Island Historical Tracts N6. 8, 1880. xii, 229, (1) pages, blank leaf, 21 plates cluding lithographic reproductions 
of impressions from tke original copper-plates, letter-press and heliotype fa<similes, and two new, signed and 
numbered, July, 1786 State of Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations notés, ONE DOLLAR and FEE DOLLARS, 
mounted in “wiwdows” to allow viewing of both sides. 20 x 16.5 cm. Contempwyary black “diced” calf and 


marbled boards, lettered in gilt, original printed blue wrappers bound in, red-speckked page edges, spine a bit 
worn. Very fine. (750.00) 


The only example we recall ever having encountered with two specimens of Rhode Island paper money. Ex C. 3 Bement with his pencil 

signature/on the half-title and a note or two concerning items in his collection. Clain-Stefanelli 13348*. Sigler 208g. Newman page 298. 

Editiow Strictly Limited to 250 Copies. Potter’s work, originally published in 1837, was reprinted in 1865 as part of tke famous Phillips 

compendium. This 1880 edition was greatly enlarged by Rider who also added the delightfully unusual illustrations. Thastandard work, 
‘ver reprinted. The initial distribution largely bypassed numismatic channels and it has always been difficult to obtain. 





755 PRIVATEGOLD COINS, BARS, INGOTS, ETC. Various research papers, correspondence, and other materials 
relating to the topic. (1,000.00) 


An interesting and important group, featuring several early papers on pioneer gold coins written by John J. Ford, Jr., along with early 
—> correspondence with Paul Franklin. Items present include: carbon copies of five 1952-1953 letters from John Ford to Paul Franklin, with 
excerpts as follow: “We are very much interested in material of this kind [Gold and Silver ingots], and can dispose of any pieces you might 
wish to sell...If you have any material of this type at all, I would like very much to have the A.N.S. photograph it, at my expense, for 
eventual publication.”/"I have given the Parsons ingot a great deal of study since purchasing it from you, and have even more strongly 
reaffirmed my desire to get to the bottom of the entire ingot, Assay bar story. The deeper I go, the more that I realize how badly I need your 
full cooperation.”/“I would like information on the discovery of both the Parsons and Baxter pieces...”/“I need information, in writing, 
on the discovery of both Baxter pieces as well as the Parsons item.”/“You still have a standing date to work with me on the assay ingots and 
bars...”; an original 5 page typescript with two photographs affixed to the first page entitled An Unpublished Parsons Gold Ingot, signed “6/ 
4/53 JJF” in type, with New Netherlands Coin Co. ink stamps on each page; an original 11 page typescript entitled Private Gold Issues, with 
a number of corrections and additions in ink by John J. Ford, Jr.; a September 22, 1962 typed note from John Ford to Walter Breen headed 
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2443 


GOULD & CURRY ISSUE 


ND. Gould & Curry Silver Mining Co. (Virginia City, Nev.) 


Gold & silver refined assay bar, #875. 83x 39x l6mm. 16.51 
Ozs. (7929.60 grains). Gold .021 Fine, Silver .931 Fine; Gold 
$7.17, Silver $19.87 (total $27.04). (Photo) ($4,000-Up) 
Excavated with the aid of a metal detector in the basement of a Virginia City, 
Nevada, house (the Comstock Lode area). Purchased in July, 1972 by John J. 
Ford, Jr.; sold to Hanson, 8/3/73; sold by Hanson to our present consignor 
2/77, at the N.A.S.C. Convention, Los Angeles. “‘No. 875" punched into 
upper left reverse as well as on obverse. 


VAN WYCK & CO. ISSUE 
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2444 ND. Van Wyck & Co. Virginia (City), Nevada. Silver Refined 


Assay bar, #3051. 22x59 13mm., 4.95 Ozs. (2392.60 grains). 
Fineness not given, value listed as $6.39 (which, at $1.29 per 
ounce as on the Gould & Curry bar of the same place and 
time, means this piece is .999 Fine). (Photo) ($1,000-Up) 
Left edge stamped ‘VAN WYCK & CO.”; right edge stamped “VIRGINIA 
NEV.”; reverse has U.S. Internal Revenue stampat top, indicating payment 
of bullion tax. Acquired from Ron Gillio by our consignor at the 2/78 A.N.A. 
Midyear Convention in Colorado Springs. 


CONRAD WIEGAND, ASSAYER 
GOLD HILL ASSAY OFFICE, GOLD HILL, 
NEV. 


In mid-1855, Wiegand was on the payroll of the San Francisco Mint. 
Sometime thereafter, probably around 1859-60, he decamped and 
struck off for the Comstock area. He worked for a while in the early 
1860's for Gould & Curry Mill in Virginia City, one ot the largest smelt- 
ing and assaying firms in the area. Around the 1866-67 period, he seems 
to have gone into partnership with a Mr. Edwards as the ‘Gold Fill As- 
say Office,’’ and then to have continued this firm name by himself in the 
1870's. Gold Hill, located a short distance south of Virginia City, was 
near the southern edge of the Comstock Lode and was noted for par- 
ticularly high gold percentages in its ore. Wiegand himself was known 
to Mark Twain and is described at some length in “Roughing It,” Ap- 
pendix C, his 1872 work - Wiegand was apparently quite a character, 
with a weird religious streak! 


UNIQUE C. WIEGAND PIECE 





2445 ND (ca. 1868-73). C. Wiegand, Assayer (Gold Hill, Nevada). 
Gold & silver conversion bar, #485. Irregular, 46 x 21 x 
24mm., 616.20 grains. No fineness of either silver or gold 
given, nor any weight; value $16.80. (Photo) ($1,500-Up) 
A rough-cast ingot, stamped on obverse “4835/C. Wiegand’As- 
sayer/$16.80."" Working from known values of $1.29/02. for silver and 
$20.67/oz. for gold, we can determine the Fineness at .0084 for the gold and 
.3916 for the silver, with respective values in this bar of $10.15 and $0.65. 
This level of fineness accords well with the natural higher ratio of gold than 
silver in ore mined around Gold Hill, on the southern tip of the Comstock 
Lode; this also makes it probable that the piece is a melt of unrefined ore, per- 
haps one of Wiegand’s earliest assays in the area. Originally fron Waldo 
Newcomer Coll. 
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2446 ND (ca. 1868-73). C. Wiegand. Assayer (Gold Hill, Nev.) Gold 
& silver conversion Presentation bar, #110. 21x 55x 7mm., 
2.70 Ozs. (1267.42 grains). Gold .027 fine, Silver .870 Fine. 
Gold $1.53, Silver $3.04, Value $4.57. (Photo) ($1,750-Up) 


A very attractive “presentation piece,’ highly polished at time of manufac- 
tureand with an engraved saw-touth border on obverse & reverse. The “3” in 
the silver value was repunched over a “5” which had been used by mistake. 
Presentation pieces, such as the larger one in this sale from the same assayer, 
were often used as gifts or to send home from the mining districts to the folks 
as evidence of one’s activities and prosperity. 
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Bowers and Merena -- Miscellaneous 


1388 EP-70, Burnett's Cooking Extracts. Five cents. Very Fine. Mica: mis 
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nor laminations; atamp: unfaded; case; sound, 





1359 EP. J. Gault. Five-cents. Ribbed Frame variety. Very Fine, cr 
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1361 


1342 
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slightly better. Mica; good; stamp: bright; case: sound. Traces of 
reverse silvaring. Thé Ribbed Frame variety ts scarcer than the 
Plain Frame variety of this encased postage stamp issue, 


Lincoln Medalettes 


Selection of popular Lincoln medaletres, grading Very Fine to Un- 
cireulated, The following King varieties are coritained: 267; 344; 
383; 432; 461; 494; 508; 854; 932. K-854 is scarce, as few are said 
to have been struck. (Total: 9 pieces) 


Selection of listed and unlisted Lincoln medelettes and tokens 
A trio of A.C. Weaver, New York gilt brass store cards. Bach About 
Uncirculated; Pair of unifsce, silver plated, white metal looped 
macalettes. Bearing busts of Lincoln, manufactured trom the same 
hub, similar in overall dasign ro Taquet’s U.5. Mint type medal, 
ome inscribed, the other anepigtaphic, Both About Uncirculat 
ed; uniface brass 18mm. token, bearing faintly outlined oust right 
of Lincaln, His name beiow. Pierced at four points. Flattened, 
crudely made, Extremely Fing; pair of oval, uniface, white metal 
die trials, each about 24mm, Both Uncirculated. Each bearing a 
smail, unsigned bust of Lincoln facing right, his name selow, 
uniface lead alloy high relief die trial, 25.6 x 17.2mm. Bearing a 
well-drawn bust of Lincoln facing tight. Unsigned. Uncirculat- 
ed. (Total: § pieces) 


Exonumia 


Selecton of Duke of Wellington tokens, each coppet, cach 27.3em, 
Each bears Wellingtorys bust facing left, with a reeetd of hls Span- 
ish victories on the reverse. One About Uncirculated; four grade 
Extremely Fine, while seven grade Very Fine, (Total: 12 pieces) 


1831 California Mirt drop box, Shell, In the style of a United States 
double eagle, made to hold counters of the “model” series. Gilt 
brass, 34.2mm., about 6mm. thick when closed, Very Fine. Ob- 
verse stained, pry mark on lic. 


— End of Session — 
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F. Meyers & Co., Philadelphia, PA. Circa 1850 brags die trial, cor 
more probably a waight. United States standard One Troy ounce, 
34.05mim, 31,01 grams or 31,10, Cast brass fan, Rare. Overali, 
Choice Fine, with a few casting flaws, and some weakness in the 
legends. Plain, filed edge. An unpression of a Meyers & Co, half 
ounce on a U.S. large cent, called a pattern, and related to the 
California Gold Rush, realized $4,800 in our Henry Clifford Col- 
lection Sale, March 1982, Let 72, This piece, by the same manufac 

turer, comes to us from a European consignor and appears uf- 
known on the United States market, A prize for the collector of 
California numusmatic material, ag wel! as murnisinalic America. 


1877 half detlar, reverse ground away, and inscribed as a prize: 
ist PRIZE/BROOM DRILL, Host: Fine; reverse: prooflike 
Uneiretulated, 


Lesher Referendum Dollar 


te oun aan 





or TENT ore 


PRICY (.a8, 


1900 Lesher Referendum collar, HK-784, Bumstead type. tirst re- 
verse, Numbered 193. Uncirculated. Rave. 

From Stack's sale of the Rooison Collectios, Pare Uf, December 1982, 
Lot 419 


Alaskan pipeline medallic commission set. 12 piece set, 1974 to 
1977, Uncirculated and cased as issued. (Total: 12 pieces) 


Diverse assortment of toxens, (14) Imperial! Smokeless Coal Com- 
pany, good for a set, aluminum and white metal. Denominated 
1, 10, 25, 1.00, Quinwaad, West Virginia. Each punch canevlled 
Very Fine to Extremely Fine; (3-8). Group of Lauer Nuremburg 
imitation British farthings, and an imitation British sixgence. Very 
Good to Fine. (Total: 9 pweces) 


Selaction of mint-procuss pieces. (1-6), Five-cent planchets, mostly 
second process wiih use: riins, a couple dark: (7-9). Scarcer 
10-cent planchets, two first-process, one second-process with up- 
set tims. Dark. (Total: 9 pieces) 
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PUBLIC AUCTION SALE OF AMERICANA 
COLONIAL AND FEDERAL 
COINS, MEDALS AND CURRENCY 


JANUARY 16, 17, 18, 2001 


includin 
Massachusetts Silver and Foreign Gold and Silver Coins from the HMS Feversham 
A Fine Offering of Historic Medals, Coins, Militaria and Americana 
A Special Collection of U. S. Territorial Gold Coins and Patterns 
A Splendid Array of Assay Bars and Ingots 


An Important Collection of Western Paper Americana including 
selections from the Combined Archives of the Carson City 
Savings Bank and the Bullion and Exchange Bank 


featuring 


The William O’ Donnell Collection of 


New Jersey Copper Coins, 1786-1788 
Selections from the FORD FAMILY TRUST 





FIRST SESSION SECOND SESSION THIRD SESSION 
Tuesday Evening, Wednesday Evening Thursday Evening 
January 16, 2001 January 17, 2001 January 18, 2001 
6:30 P.M. Sharp 6:30 P.M. Sharp 6:30 P.M. Sharp 
Lots 1-1027 Lots 1028-2114 Lots 2115-3201 


Lot Viewing 


January 8, 2001 10:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. January 15, 2001 10:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
January 9, 2001 10:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. January 16, 2001 10:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
January 10, 2001 10:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. January 17, 2001 10:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
January 11, 2001 10:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. January 18, 2001 10:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
January 12, 2001 10:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 


Lots will be available for viewing at the above times at our offices at 
123 West 57th Street, N.Y. Positively no lots will be shown at Le Parker Meredien Hotel 


Public Auction Sale 


This Public Auction Sale will be held in the Penthouse of 
LE PARKER MERIDIEN HOTEL, 118 West 57th Street, New York City (between 6th and 7th Avenues) 





Catalogued and Sold by 





123 WEST 57th STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10019-2280 
Telephone (212) 582-2580 
FAX (212) 245-5018 or (212) 582-1946 


Morgan Guaranty Trust Co. ABA 031100238 A/C 155-43-532 Account Name: Stack’s 
Licensed Auctioneers: Harvey G. Stack, #0522763; Lawrence Stack, #0798114. 
Visit us on the World Wide Web __http://www.stacks.com 


or E-Mail us at: Info@Stacks.com 


jee TERRITORIAL GOLD 








HIGH GRADE HUMBERT “SLUG” 





Lot No. 1601 


1601 1851 Augustus Humbert. $50.00. Kagin 5 (Low R-5). Extremely Fine. 880 THOUS on scroll, reeded edge, outer 
obverse legend AUGUSTUS HUMBERT UNITED STATES ASSAYER OF GOLD. Pleasing target reverse. Small surface 
imperfections, ancient scratches near FIFTY DOLLS. are visible under a glass. (SEE COLOR PLATE) 








Lot No. 1602 


1602 1851 Augustus Humbert. $50.00. K.5 (Low R-5). Fine. Another, 880 THOUS on scroll. Deep red-gold, many obverse marks 
from heavy use. 


LOVELY MINT STATE 1852 ASSAY OFFICE $50.00 





Lot No. 1603 


1603 1852 U.S. Assay Office of Gold. $50.00. K.14 (High R-5). Brilliant Uncirculated. Reeded Edge, 900 THOUS on 
scroll over the eagle. Subtly glowing deep gold lustre covers this crisply struck target reverse Assay Office “slug.” A glass 
reveals some weakness on the highest point of the eagle’s breast and shield, but this coin’s magnificent lustre is full and 
unbroken, its rims sharply squared with one minuscule tic noted as an identifying feature. Here is a classic of the Pioneer 

series of breath-taking beauty. (SEE COLOR PLATE) 


i Ex 1968 American Numismatic Association Convention Sale (Abe Kosoff, August 1968, lot 1623). 
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U. 8. GOLD COMMEMORATIVES, CALIFORNIA AND TERRITORIAL GOLD 


1594 


1595 


1596 


1597 


1598 


1599 





nnial. A third. Choice Brilliant Uncirculated, despite a faint hairline at the upper rj 


6 Sesquicente é Away é : 3 
“a bs ustre marks this gold commemorative, making it quite an appealing specimen. 


ght ob 
Intense orange-gold | Verte 


1926 Sesquicentennial. A fourth. Choice Brilliant Uncirculated. Another. Blazing cartwheels of mint frost emanate 
clean, relatively mark free surfaces. A nice starter piece for a Commemorative Gold set. frog 


1926 Sesquicentennial. A fifth. Brilliant Uncirculated, nearly Choice. The obverse a bit pale from a wiping, the p 
bathed in glorious orange-gold mint frost. ever. 


1926 Sesquicentennial. A sixth. Brilliant Uncirculated. Delightful red-gold lustre, a very minor tic or two. 


CALIFORNIA FRACTIONAL GOLD 


1872 25¢. Indian Head. Octagonal. Breen-Gillio 791 (R-4). Choice Brilliant Uncirculated. Thin numerals, cur] touches 
7. A handsome, lustrous example. PCGS MS63. 


1871 50¢. Liberty Head. Round. B-G 1011 (R-4). Brilliant Uncirculated. Distinctive no-berries reverse, prooflike surface. 
join an outstanding strike. PCGS MS61. ; 


U. S. TERRITORIAL GOLD COINS and PATTERNS 















UNIQUE 1851 AUGUSTUS HUMBERT $50 SLUG 
With J.T. Jones Counterstamp 





Lot No. 1600 


1600 J.T. JONES SAN FRANCo CORNER MONTG. & COMMERCIAL ST counterstamp accomplished on the bott" 


left reverse of an 1851 Augustus Humbert United States Assayer of Gold 887 Thousandths $50 slug. Host coin: Fine 
Counterstamp: Extremely Fine. Kagin p.380, 1 (plated there), Brunk p. 99. Unique and of great historical interest 
James T. Jones operated the Blue Wing gambling hall on the east side of Montgomery Steet, San Francisco, betwe" 
Commercial and Clay Streets. The place was notorious for being the worst den of iniquity on the Barbary Coast. It is bes 
remembered as being where Italian dandy Charles Cora plied his trade of gambler. There, on Saturday evening, Nover 
ber 17, 1855, U.S. Marshal Bill Richardson stood drinking when he saw Cora across the bar. The two had had an 27°. 
ment the day before and it must have rankled in them. Words were exchanged and the two men left the Blue Wing ®”” 
walked down Clay Street. Coming to a liquor store, they stopped and Cora was seen to pull a derringer out of his Po" 
and shoot Richardson, who was unarmed. Richardson died and Cora was arrested and held in jail. Six months later, Cor? 
was dragged from his cell and hanged by the Vigilance Committee along with the murderer of James King of Willia™- 
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THE LEGENDARY 1849 BOWIE $5.00 
A Newly Discovered Example 


The Finest of Just Three Known 





(Enlarged) Lot No. 1608 (Enlarged) 


1849 J.H. Bowie $5.00 Gold Piece. Choice About Uncirculated (PCGS AU58). 138.4 gns (8.97 gms.) Kagin |. 
Owens pp. 106-7, Breen 7771, Red Book p.293, unknown to Adams, Mehl, Green, or Raymond. Lovely, rich pale yellow 
gold color derived from the high silver content in the native California gold it was made from. Extremely rare. Only 
three 1849 Bowie $5 specimens are known: 1) this coin, a new discovery; 2) the piece featured on the cover of the Sep- 
tember, 1983 issue of The Numismatist; and 3) the one displayed at the Bank of California in the 1960’s. This specimen 
was previously unknown to the collecting fraternity. It was first discovered in a western collection prior to last year’s 
Philadelphia ANA convention. Before then, only two 1849 Bowie half eagles were known and it was believed that no oth. 
ers had survived the past century and a half. This piece is, without any doubt, The Finest Known. The second specimen 
is privately owned by a well known midwestern professional numismatist. It was encapsulated at the time of the 1998 
ANA convention as PCGS AU55. The third example is also privately owned and is more heavily circulated than the other 
two. The First Time at Auction for any 1849 Bowie $5, none has been sold publicly before. Both the second and third 
specimens have only changed ownership through private treaty sales. This piece has never been sold before. The 1849 
Bowie $5 has been missing from all the great collections of territorial gold coins ever assembled and sold at auction, 
including the Gibson, Garrett, Clifford, and Eliasberg sales. (SEE COLOR PLATE) 


Before the early 1980’s only one gold 1849 Bowie $5 While no one knows how many $5 gold pieces Bowie may have 


The presently offered specimen is also a new discov- 
ery and appears nearly 17 years to the month after the second 
Bowie $5 was found. It, too, comes previously unheralded 


was known, the specimen that had long been on display at made the number was certainly very small since only three 
the California Coinage Museum in the Bank of California’s San survivors are known, today. It is possible that most of the 
Francisco offices. At the time, it was considered to be unique Bowie $5’s were melted to make a profit on the marginally 
and was so listed in Don Kagin’s Private Gold Coins and Pat- higher gold content. 

terns of the United States. Then, in 1983, Kagin announced the 
discovery of a second specimen in the September issue of the 
The Numismatist. At Kagin’s suggestion, the piece had been 
submitted to ANACS (as it was called, then) for authentica- 
tion. After ANACS had officially authenticated the coin it was 
considered important enough to be featured on the front cover. Joseph Haskins Bowie was born in Georgetown, D.C. 


Most of what is known about Bowie’s life story comes 
from research published by Don Kagin in 1983 and the refer- 
ences uncovered by researcher Dan Owens for his newly pub- 
lished California Coiners and Assayers. 


in 1816. He was raised on his family’s plantation in Mont- 
gomery County, Maryland. When he was in his early 30’s he 
plied the trade of gold and silversmith in Baltimore, Maryland 
and his name is listed in that city’s directories from 1840-45. 


from a collection out west. After that date nothing is heard of J.H. Bowie until he is listed 

The three known 1849 Bowie $5 gold pieces were all as a passenger, along with two of his cousins, aboard the St. 
struck from the same pair of dies. The obverse design shows a Andrews bound March 12, 1849 for Chagres in Panama. From 
large pine tree in the center with CAL.[IFORNIA] GOLD there, the Bowie party crossed the Isthmus to Panama City on 
around the top and the date 1849 around the bottom. The foot since there was no rail crossing yet built. On the Pacific 
reverse has J.H. BOWIE at the top, the denomination 5 DOL- side the party could only find passage on a whaler out of 
LARS in the center, and the intended fineness 879 and weight Fairhaven, Massachusetts named the Sylph. She carried them 
137 GR[AINIS. at the bottom. to San Francisco, where they landed late in June, 1849. 

The second known specimen (the 1983 discovery piece) In San Francisco, J.H. Bowie stayed with mete 
has been authenticated by ANACS, NGC, and most recently cousin, Augustus Bowie, who ran a medical practice ov’ 0 
by PCGS. In 1998 the coin’s metallic content was analyzed in his home on the corner of Dupont and Clay Streets. This se 
1998 by S&N Labs of Santa Ana, California for the Profession- across the street from the offices of Moffat & Co., the wel 
al Coin Grading Service (PCGS) as part of the certification known coiners. In June, 1849 Moffat & Co. were still — 
Process. The coin was found to contain 88.4% gold and 11.6% their $16 ingots but two months later the first of the —_ 
silver and to weigh 135 grains. PCGS slabbed the coin as $10 s began appearing, soon to be followed by the first M we 
AU55. In September, 2000 the presently offered, newly discov- $5’s. It is possible that Joseph H. Bowie became inspired : 
ered third specimen was analyzed by the same S&N Labs and make his own $5 gold pieces after seeing one of Moffat's com” 
found to contain 86% gold, 12% silver, and nearly 2% iron. sometime in August, 1849. We do not know if Bowie’s dies 

were made locally, in San Francisco, as Moffat’s were. On the 

The analyses make it pretty clear that the 1849 Bowie other hand, Bowie may have brought the dies with him fro™ 

5 gold pieces were struck from native California gold that Baltimore. The evidence is inconclusive either way. What 
Seg ee ee parted from its considerable silver content. sure, however, is that there was ample time for Bowie *° 
rte pepe i Ser to figure out how much pure gold is con- arrive in San Francisco, get the lay of the land, arrange “a 
grains of oes wie ae cecon eon specimen has 119.34 making his $5 gold pieces with a private mint, obtain th 
119.02 eats ae rag newly discovered third coin has unparted bullion, and strike his small issue of coins before t : 
116.09 grains ee e gold. An 1849 federal $5 gold piece had end of 1849. In doing so, he joined the ranks of the few coine™ 

pure gold in a total weight of 128.9 grains. who operated in the west in 1849. 
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. 8. TERRITORIAL GOLD 







MASSACHUSETTS & CALIFORNIA TRIAL PIECE 











Lot No. 1609 


1609 1849 Massachusetts & California $5.00 Trial. Kagin unlisted. Copper, 23mm, coarsely reeded edge shows partial rail- 
road rim. About Very Fine. One side is the reverse of Kagin 5B, showing the legend MASSACHUSETTS & CALIFOR- 
NIA CO. 1849 around a hair-thin circle, 15 spindly stars, a closed circle wreath around a very faint DLAR. The opposite 
side shows the same date and legend very faintly with only 1849, MAS and CO. legible. At center is the non-curving word 
DOLLARS ending in a backward S. Lot 1542 of the Virgil M. Brand Collection (June 1984, Bowers & Merena) was nearly 
identical, but with more visible detail and a large, clumsily counterstamped retrograde 5 above DOLLARS. The Henry 
Clifford collection included 14 Massachusetts & California Co. pieces, but none of this type. Dark red-brown with the 
upper half of the DOLLARS side showing much porosity. Excessively rare and an intriguing subject for further research. 









HISTORIC KELLOGG & CO. $20.00 





Lot No. 1610 





1610 1855 Kellogg & Co. $20.00. K.3b (R-5). Short Arrows. Fine or somewhat better. Liberty head with KELLOGG & C on 
coronet, reverse modeled on regular U.S. Mint $20. A red-gold coin with advanced “pocket piece” wear and scattered 
ancient marks. 
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WESTERN ASSAY BARS AND INGOTS 
1856 $40.20 BLAKE & CO. GOLD BAR 
The Only Dated Blake & Company Gold Bar Known 





Lot No. 1611 
(Enlarged) 


1611 California. Sacramento. 1856 $40.20 .900 fine gold bar inscribed as made by Blake & Co. Breen unlisted, 
Owens pp. 87-100, Kagin unlisted. 67.11 gms. Rectangular. 36.2 x 26.2 x 4.3 mm. Choice Extremely Fine. On the front 
in seven lines of raised letters and numbers is CALIFORNIA *1856* BLAKE & Co. ASSAYERS 900 THOUS. VALUE 
DOLLS. CTS., below which in individual numeral punches is 40.20. Apart from the value numerals the entire inscription 
on this side is intaglio, meaning that it was stamped into the bottom of the mold like a negative. Bars made from a mold 
like this would have raised letters on their surfaces like a positive impression. On the back is the weight of the bar shown 
in individual punches 2.16 oz. (SEE COLOR PLATE) 


This was a monetary bar, one that could be used in 
trade for small purchases. At .900 fine it was the statutory 
gold fineness for federal gold coins, making it easily trans- 
ferable. We can check its stated value against the value of 
the gold it contained by using the formula assayer Agostin 
P. Molitor (of Wass, Molitor fame) described in 1859. Since 
the bar is .900 fine the calculation is simplified. The 
weight of the bar in ounces is multiplied by the contempo- 
rary value of an ounce of .900 fine standard gold, or 
$18.6046. The result is $40.1859, which compares nicely to 
the value stated on the bar, $40.20. 


Apparently unique and the only small gold Blake 
& Company known. Missing from all the great collec- 
tions of western bars ever sold, including Gibson and Clif- 
ford. Not represented at any time in the Bank of 
California’s collection. We have not seen another, differ- 
ently valued bar made from the same mold as this one. 
The most similar are the 1856 dated lead trial pieces listed 
as Kagin 5 and 6 (pp. 335-6), which only resemble this 
piece in layout. This is the only small gold Blake & 
Company bar available to collectors. This small bar is 
very unlike any of the Blake & Co. ingots that went down 
with the S.S. Central America. Those, which were made a 
year later than the date on this one, were much larger and 
heavier and had their inscriptions punched into their sur- 
faces. The 1857 shipwreck bars, however, were just one 
shipment out of hundreds of others that carried western 
gold bars that were made from 1849 through the 1870’s. 
Blake, himself, accompanied one such treasure shipment 
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when he left California in 1861 aboard the mail steamer 
Orizaba. 


Gorham Blake (1822-97) was born in Boston, Massa- 
chusetts and died in Oakland, California. He arrived in 
San Francisco with his older cousin Frank Blake on May 
22, 1852 aboard the Constitution. By December, Gorham 
was in Placerville, California where he ran the Wells, 
Fargo agency. In September, 1853 he arrived in Sacramen- 
to and the following month started his assaying business 
as Blake & Co. Two years later, Gorham Blake and John 
Agrell were in partnership at 52 J Street in the city, where 
they ran an assaying office staffed by David Lundbom, one 
time assayer to both the San Francisco Mint and Kellogg 
& Co. The Blake and Agrell partnership only lasted from 
November 12 to December 28, 1855 however. Undaunted, 
Blake continued his business and the January 1, 1856 
issue of the Sacramento Union reported that the firm had 
assayed 19-20,000 ounces in just the past month and a 
half. Business increased throughout 1856, with 17,000 
ounces assayed in April, alone. By the end of the year. 
Blake & Co. reported to the paper that it had assayed 
200,000 ounces of gold. 


Gorham Blake remained in Sacramento, running 
his assaying business, until 1861 when he left for New 
York City. In the summer of 1862 he was in Nevada on 4 
prospecting trip. His whereabouts after that date are 
uncertain, but by 1884 he was living in San Francisco. He 
died on December 17, 1897 at his home at 1229 Broadway 
in Oakland. 
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WESTERN ASSAY BARS AND INGOTS 
1856 $40.20 BLAKE & CO. GOLD BAR 
The Only Dated Blake & Company Gold Bar Known 





Lot No. 1611 
(Enlarged) 


1611 California. Sacramento. 1856 $40.20 .900 fine gold bar inscribed as made by Blake & Co. Breen unlisted, 
Owens pp. 87-100, Kagin unlisted. 67.11 gms. Rectangular. 36.2 x 26.2 x 4.3 mm. Choice Extremely Fine. On the front 
in seven lines of raised letters and numbers is CALIFORNIA *1856* BLAKE & Co. ASSAYERS 900 THOUS. VALUE 
DOLLS. CTS., below which in individual numeral punches is 40.20. Apart from the value numerals the entire inscription 
on this side is intaglio, meaning that it was stamped into the bottom of the mold like a negative. Bars made from a mold 
like this would have raised letters on their surfaces like a positive impression. On the back is the weight of the bar shown 


in individual punches 2.16 oz. (SEE COLOR PLATE) 


This was a monetary bar, one that could be used in 
trade for small purchases. At .900 fine it was the statutory 
gold fineness for federal gold coins, making it easily trans- 
ferable. We can check its stated value against the value of 
the gold it contained by using the formula assayer Agostin 
P. Molitor (of Wass, Molitor fame) described in 1859. Since 
the bar is .900 fine the calculation is simplified. The 
weight of the bar in ounces is multiplied by the contempo- 
rary value of an ounce of .900 fine standard gold, or 
$18.6046. The result is $40.1859, which compares nicely to 
the value stated on the bar, $40.20. 


Apparently unique and the only small gold Blake 
& Company known. Missing from all the great collec- 
tions of western bars ever sold, including Gibson and Clif- 
ford. Not represented at any time in the Bank of 
California’s collection. We have not seen another, differ- 
ently valued bar made from the same mold as this one. 
The most similar are the 1856 dated lead trial pieces listed 
as Kagin 5 and 6 (pp. 335-6), which only resemble this 
piece in layout. This is the only small gold Blake & 
Company bar available to collectors. This small bar is 
very unlike any of the Blake & Co. ingots that went down 
with the S.S. Central America. Those, which were made a 
year later than the date on this one, were much larger and 
heavier and had their inscriptions punched into their sur- 
faces. The 1857 shipwreck bars, however, were just one 
shipment out of hundreds of others that carried western 
gold bars that were made from 1849 through the 1870’s. 
Blake, himself, accompanied one such treasure shipment 


when he left California in 1861 aboard the mail steamer 
Orizaba. 


Gorham Blake (1822-97) was born in Boston, Massa- 
chusetts and died in Oakland, California. He arrived in 
San Francisco with his older cousin Frank Blake on May 
22, 1852 aboard the Constitution. By December, Gorham 
was in Placerville, California where he ran the Wells, 
Fargo agency. In September, 1853 he arrived in Sacramen- 
to and the following month started his assaying business 
as Blake & Co. Two years later, Gorham Blake and John 
Agrell were in partnership at 52 J Street in the city, where 
they ran an assaying office staffed by David Lundbom, one 
time assayer to both the San Francisco Mint and Kellogg 
& Co. The Blake and Agrell partnership only lasted from 
November 12 to December 28, 1855 however. Undaunted, 
Blake continued his business and the January 1, 1856 
issue of the Sacramento Union reported that the firm had 
assayed 19-20,000 ounces in just the past month and a 
half. Business increased throughout 1856, with 17,000 
ounces assayed in April, alone. By the end of the year. 
Blake & Co. reported to the paper that it had assayed 
200,000 ounces of gold. 


Gorham Blake remained in Sacramento, runnin 
his assaying business, until 1861 when he left for New 
York City. In the summer of 1862 he was in Nevada on @ 
prospecting trip. His whereabouts after that date are 
uncertain, but by 1884 he was living in San Francisco. 1° 
died on December 17, 1897 at his home at 1229 Broadway 
in Oakland. 


aMES KING OF WILLIAM s20'BMiy yA SS ee 


EXTREMELY RARE JAMES KING OF WILLIAM $20 BAR 
The Finer of Just Two Known 


The Only Specimen Available to Collectors 





Lot No. 1612 
(Enlarged) 


1612 California. San Francisco. Undated [ca. 1849-51] $20 gold bar made by James King of William & Co. Breen 
7817, Owens pp. 241-259, Kagin 1 (p.289). 33.66 gms. Rectangular. Overall 21.9 x 28.4 x 3.5 mm. About Uncirculated. 
Punched into the center of one side is JAS. KING OF WILLIAM & Co. in three lines, with a small crowned head after 
KING and OF flanked by oak leaves, the whole accomplished in a single rectangular logotype punch measuring 8.2 x 17.9 
mm. Punched into the center of the opposite side is CALIFORNIA GOLD 20 DOLLARS, with GOLD flanked by oak 
leaves, the whole accomplished in a single rectangular logotype punch measuring 8.9 x 18.4 mm. The four edges are all 
blank. Breen dated the King bars 1851. Earlier, Kagin suggested they were made in 1849. We have dated this bar more 
conservatively, 1849-51. Unless they were made in late December, 1849, almost immediately after King opened his bank- 
ing business in San Francisco, his bars were most likely made 1850-51. 


Extremely rare and one of only two known James King of William gold $20 bars. The only other one known 
is the one that was on display in the Bank of California’s collection. It was made using the same logotype punches that 
appear on this bar. However, it was looped at one corner for use as a watch fob and is inferior to the presently offered 
piece. This is the only James King of William bar available for purchase by collectors. The only other numis- 
matic artifact that survives from this colorful western banker is the unique half ounce trial piece (K.1, p. 340) that was 
lot 54 in the 1982 Clifford sale. 


Clearly, this $20 gold bar was a monetary ingot, made as a handy coinage expedient for the use of James King of 
William’s customers during the period before the San Francisco Mint opened for business. As such, this bar takes its 
place alongside the better known but less rare Moffat & Co. currency bars and the unique Meyer & Co. $18 bar ex Clif- 
ford:73. (SEE COLOR PLATE) 


James King of William arrived in California in 
November, 1848. He had been born in Georgetown, 
D.C. in 1822, where six years earlier the famous Cal- 
ifornia coiner, Joseph Bowie, had entered the world. 
Born simply James King, he added “of William” to 
distinguish himself from other James Kings (no one 
knows for sure but it either signified that his 
father’s name was William or that he came from 
William County, Maryland). At the age of 19 King 
worked as a clerk in the famous Washington, D.C. 
banking house of Corcoran & Riggs, a connection 
that would serve him well after his arrival in Cali- 
fornia. 


King tried his hand at mining when he first 
arrived in the gold fields of Hangtown but soon real- 
ized there was as much, if not more, money to be 
made buying and selling bullion as there was in dig- 
ging for it. In the winter of 1849, barely nine 
months after he first arrived out west, King opened 
his own banking house on Montgomery Street that 
he named James King of William & Co. He adver- 
tised that he bought and sold bullion, received 

James King of William deposits, and would issue bills of exchange payable 
Courtesy of the Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley back east by his old employers, Corcoran & Riggs. 
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JAMES KING OF WILLIAM $20 BAR 


King’s banking business was not an unquali- 
fied success. His first partner, Jacob B. Snyder, 
made unsound investments that led to his resigna- 
tion in 1852. However, his connections with Corco- 
ran & Riggs seem to have pulled him through again. 
In 1850, King travelled back east once again, return- 
ing with new resources in January, 1851. King reor- 
ganized his banking company, located at 131 
Montgomery Street. Just three months later, howev- 
er, the great San Francisco fire of May 4, 1851 
destroyed his fire-proof building and almost cost him 
his life. 





Contemporary image of the banking house of James King of William. 
Courtesy of Wells Fargo. 


King suffered more from his own sense of 
justice more than he did from the injustice of fate. 
On his return trip to San Francisco, King was intro- 
duced to another passenger aboard the Tennessee, 
Augustus Humbert, who was on his way to the city 
to open the United States Assay Office of Gold. In 
March, 1851 King sent to Humbert for assay some 
$180 face value worth of Baldwin, Dubosq, and 
Schultz & Co. gold coins. Humbert wrote back less 
than a week later stating that none of the coins 
actually contained as much precious metal as they 
were supposed to. Outraged by this chicanery, and 
mindful of his younger days as a newspaper writer 
back east, King sent copies of Humbert’s assay 
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results to every newspaper in San Francisco. The 
resulting furor drove most of the private coiners out 
of business but made King more enemies than 
friends. 


King seems to have had more influence oy 
San Francisco and California history than most oth- 
ers of his time, but in the end he managed to change 
the course of events more by what happened to him 
than by what he, himself made happen. King’s 
banking venture led to bankruptcy in 1854, when 
his assets and debts were assumed by Adams & Co. 
King seems to have blamed his business failures on 
the atmosphere of corruption and malfeasance 
encouraged by rival bankers, politicians, and crimj- 
nals. In 1851 he was a member of the first Commit- 
tee of Vigilance and in 1853 he served as foreman on 
the grand jury that presided over the indictment of 
another of Joseph Bowie’s cousins. In October, 1855 
King started his own newspaper, the Daily Evening 
Bulletin, which he used as his “bully pulpit” on any 
subject he felt needed exposing. For example, he 
attacked Senator David C. Broderick, accusing him 
of selling offices for his personal gain, among other 
crimes. 


In May, 1856 King wrote in his paper that 
James Casey, one of the county supervisors, had 
once served time in Sing Sing prison back east. 
Casey was outraged at this revelation from his past, 
something he had tried to hide that would cost him 
his job if it were known. Casey vowed revenge, and 
on May 14 he ambushed King and shot him once in 
the chest. King died six days later. Incensed by 
King’s murder, and still angry over the earlier mur- 
der of U.S. Marshal William Richardson by the 
dandy gambler Charles Cora, the citizens of San 
Francisco re-established the Vigilance Committee. 
On the day King died, May 20, his murderer Casey 
and Charles Cora were both tried in absentia by the 
Vigilance Committee, found guilty, and sentenced to 
death. The vigilantes stormed the jail where the two 
murderers were held, took them from their cells, 
and hanged them in public. 


King’s character and importance were best 
summed up by Ira Cross in Financing an Empire; His- 
tory of Banking in California. Cross wrote “Had King 
remained in the counting house, it is doubtful if Cali- 
fornians outside of his day would ever have heard of 
him. It was not King, the Banker, but King, the Ed’- 
tor, who left an indelible impress on the history of Sa’! 
Francisco and the state of California...No one had the 
courage to lead the attack to clean up the city. But 
King was fearless. Regardless of the warnings ° 
friends and the threats of enemies, he daily hurled his 
attacks against corrupt politicians, criminals wh? 
occupied places of responsibility in the life of the com- 
munity, and grafting firms who were bleeding the 
public in every conceivable manner.” 
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A FAMOUS IDAHO TERRITORY PRESENTATION ASSAY BAR 


Made for or Presented to one Willie Lister 





Lot No. 1613 


Idaho Territory. Owyhee County. Silver City. Undated [ca.1873] unparted presentation bar made by Fran- 
cis Wheeler Blake & Company. $4.56. 2.82 ozs. 86.75 gms. Rectangular. 47.0 x 28.5 x 6.4 mm. At least Very Fine 
and a very handsome presentation bar that has a great “feel” in the hand. The bar is undated and does not have the IRS 
tax paid stamp on it called for by the June 30, 1864 law. That law was in effect throughout the rest of the 1860’s and into 
the early part of the 1870’s. Consequently, we have dated the bar to ca. 1873, the year Blake left Silver City. The front is 
stamped with the logotype of the firm’s name and location, the rest of the information being entered into the bar in indi- 
vidual letter and numeral punches. Reading from the top is the bar’s serial number, No.1712, followed by the firm’s logo- 
type BLAKE & CO. ASSAYERS. OWYHEE, I.T. [i.e., Idaho Territory]. Underneath is the weight of the bar, OZ.2.82; its 
gold fineness G.F. .018; its silver fineness S.F. .967; the dollar value of the gold in the bar $1.04; and finally, the dollar 
value of the silver in the bar $3.52. The four short edges are all blank. On the back is stamped in individual letter punch- 
es WILLIE LISTER. ALBANY OREGON. The Clifford sale cataloguer found a Dr. William Lister resident in Albany, 
Oregon in 1867. It is likely that Willie Lister came from Albany to the silver mines of Owyhee County and had this bar 
made as a keepsake reminder of his Oregon home nearly 400 miles away (as the crow files). 


Special presentation bars made from unparted metal Frank W. Blake (1828-95) was born in Boston on July 
(i.e., bars with the gold and silver still together and not 24, 1828. He arrived in San Francisco in May, 1852 with 
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parted) may have been a popular sideline in Frank Blake’s his cousin Gorham Blake (who went on to open Blake & 
Silver City assaying business. In addition to the presently Company in Sacramento, California). Frank located in 
offered specimen, we note the attractive $8.03 bar dated Weaverville, Trinity County, California where he ran an 
January 1, 1868 for a Mrs. E.R. Piper (plated on p.103 of express company out to Shasta. By 1854, Blake was the 
the newly published California Coiners and Assayers Wells, Fargo agent in town and was running a profitable 
by Dan Owens) and the $6.78 bar with the initials M.E.B. banking business. In 1859, when his Wells, Fargo agency 
and S.E.B. on one edge that Herbert Lindle offered for sale was given to the Northern Express Company, Blake left 
in the December, 1936 issue of The Numismatist. Blake Weaverville and settled in Carson City but by 1863 he was 
sometimes stamped on a bar the name of the mine the ore in Unionville, Nevada, where he opened an extremely busy 
originally came from, the best known being the Poorman assaying business he named Blake & Co. The firm’s first 
Mine whose ore is said to have assayed at $4-5,000 per ton. advertisement read “Gold and silver bullion, and ores of 


Silver City, Owyhee County, Idaho Territory was 
founded in December, 1863, following the big silver finds 
in Placerville (May 18, 1862) and along the streams empty- 
ing into Jordan Creek, where Boonville and Ruby City 
were built in the fall of 1863. The county of Owyhee was 
founded soon after (the name Owyhee came from an old 
misspelling of Hawaii that was given to the river flowing 
west of Boise by a Hudson’s Bay Company trader). The 
first county seat was in Ruby City but it was moved to Sil- 
ver City in 1866 to be closer to the mines. By 1865 the 
Morning Star, Oro Fino, War Eagle, Golden Chariot, and 

Corman mines were producing some of the richest silver 

€aring quartz ever found. The War Eagle’s ore is said to 
have assayed at $7,000 silver and $800 gold per ton. The 
"iches drove some to poach on other’s property and to 
deadly gun battles, the most famous being the fight 
€tween the gunslingers hired by the owners of the Golden 
Chariot and Ida Elmore mines. That battle lasted three 
ays and was only stopped when cavalry arrived from 
°lse to settle things down. The mines closed following the 
. anic of 1873 but reopened two years later and, with some 


every description melted and assayed; and returns of bul- 
lion made in bars or coin, at the option of depositors.” In 
August, 1864, the local newspaper reported that Blake’s 
firm had received for assaying 16,000 ounces of crude bul- 
lion in just one day. Unfortunately, the blush was off the 
Unionville rose soon afterwards. Blake left Nevada for Sil- 
ver City, Owyhee County, Idaho Territory in 1867. He 
soon established himself in a new assaying business. He 
assayed ores for all the principal mines in the locality and 
his business thrived. By 1873, Blake was one of the chief 
citizens of the city, owning a jewelry and watchmaking 
business as well as the local agency for the Manhattan Life 
Insurance Company. Following passage of the Coinage Act 
of 1873, which demonetized silver, and later the failure of 
Jay Cook’s financial empire, both of which led to the Panic 
of 1873, Blake left Silver City in November of that year 
and returned to Boston with his family. Two years later, 
peripatetic Mr. Blake was back in the west, settling in 
Prescott, Arizona Territory, where he ran an assay office 
and an express agency for Wells, Fargo & Co. Blake died in 
Prescott in 1895. 


'nterruptions, continued producing silver until 1942. Ex Clifford Collection Sale (Bowers & Ruddy, March 18, 1982, lot 


222.) 
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*Illustrated on Page 201 


AN ENIGMATIC UNPARTED BAR 





Lot No. 1614 


1614 Nevada. Possibly Gold Hill. Undated (after June 30, 1864) Unparted Bar. $3.66. 2.02 ozs. 58.13 gms. Rectan- 


gular. 48.4 x 21.3 x 5.3 mm. Extremely Fine. The front bears the U.S. Internal Revenue seal at the top. Below are the 
bar’s weight in ounces as 2.020z.; its gold fineness as G.027; its silver fineness as S.969; and its value in dollars and cents 
as $3.66. Along the right side is FINE placed sideways. The whole side is enclosed by an ornamented border. The four 
short sides are all blank. The back is blank, now, but at one time probably held the assayer’s name and possibly also a 
date (we note that a previous owner thought the name might have been Harvey Harris). This side has been ground 
down, leaving only the border ornamentation. The Internal Revenue seal was ordered to be stamped onto all bars of 
assayed bullion following payment of a federal tax assessed on the value of the bullion. The law went into effect on June 
30, 1864 and was not lifted until the 1870’s, after which assayed bars no longer needed to be stamped. Thus, despite the 
lack of a maker’s name and date, this bar can certainly be dated after June 30, 1864 and before the 1870’s (the exact 


date the law was repealed has not been found, yet). 


1902 Presentation Silver Bar. Trapezoidal cross sec- 
tion. 5.6 x 1.8 x 1.4 cm. 131.67 gms. A very finely execut- 
ed bar essentially as made with just the expected 
number of small tics and dents. Short face of the bar 
engraved in a neat and regular hand CANDELARIA. 
This was probably the name of the mine or mill where 
the silver in the bar came from. Long face of the bar 
inscribed in a fine copperplate hand “Compliments of 
Col. D.M. Burns June 1902.” Both short and both 
long sides blank. This bar appeared on the market last 
summer, at which time we were fortunate to acquire it. 
No information about either Candelaria or Colonel 
Burns has so far been forthcoming. It has been suggest- 
ed that the mine was Mexican, operated by Norte Amer- 
icanos. 


Undated (early 20th c.) Presentation Silver Bar. 
Rectangular cross section. 5.7 x 2.3 x 1.4 cm. 188.43 
gms. Essentially as made, cooling depressions on the 
bottom face, a modicum of tics elsewhere. All edges and 
corners beveled for appearance. Top face of the bar 
stamped in individual letter punches O.B. HARDY. No 
other inscriptions anywhere. We acquired this bar last 
Summer, also. We have been unable to identify Hardy or 
the mine or mill where the silver in this bar came from. 


MODERN ASSAY BARS AND INGOTS 


The following group of modern refined silver bars is 
the largest ever to cross the auction block. It includes 
the fruits of many years of collecting and features 
more U.S. Mint and Assay Office bars in one place 
than most collectors have seen in a lifetime. The offer- 
ing of New York Assay Office bars is particularly note- 
worthy. Also included are bars manufactured by small 


mine operations and some foreign bars. 


1617 


1618 


1619 


— 198 — 


Undated Arizona Assay Office. Irregularly Recta™ 
gular Gold Bars. Both stamped .999 Fine and with the 
company’s logotype bearing its official Arizona lice”*' 
number (5479). 4.69 and 3.34 ozs., respectively. Both 
essentially as made. 2 pieces. 


Undated Arizona Assay Office. Rectangular ae 
Bars. No. 1005. 999 Fine. 3.44 ozs.; No. 1192. 999 on 
4.36 ozs; Unfinished (not numbered, not weighed). 5 
Fine. In excess of 300 gms. Each essentially as 5, 


pieces. 


1994 Carson City Mint. Rectangular Refined Sit" 
Bars. Each 999 Fine. Each with the modern “CC gi.5 
mark below an early federal style eagle stamp. No. 164 
ozs. 26 grs.; No. 200. 5 ozs. 251 gr; No. 201. 6 078: 
gr. Each essentially as made. 3 pieces. 
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1620 Undated Diamond Mines. Dore [i.e., unparted] Bar. 69.7 x 18.5 x 7.7 mm.. Stamped on the top with a pattern of diamond 
shapes like a western brand and on the bottom with 2.5 ozs. Essentially as made. probably 20th century, after 1945. The mine 
was said by the consignor to have been located in Nevada. 


1621 Nevada City Mint. 999 Fine Silver Bars. 1975. No. 300. 5dwt 11 gr; 1976. No. 110. 412 gr. Also bears a round logotype stamp 
FAIRBANKS ALASKA 1901 around crossed pick axe and shovel; No. 175. 1 oz 409 gr. With round logotype stamp showing 
assay scales; 1977. No. 500. 5 dwt. Each essentially as made. 4 pieces. 


A LOVELY NY ASSAY OFFICE SOUVENIR 








Lot No. 1622 


1892 New York Assay Office. A refined rectangular silver bar that was hollowed out and made into a handsome match 
safe for an 1895 dated Christmas present. With the New York Assay Office seal and 1892 date on the top, together with 
the fineness of 925. Sides stamped with the running numbers 2981 and 5486, and the original weight, 1.25 ozs. Engraved 
in a stippled script on the top is “ Col. J.C.C. From E.0.Z. XMAS 1895.” Striker plate on the bottom. Essentially as made. 








*1623. 1908 New York Assay Office. Rectangular Refined Silver Bar. A massive bar. Stamped on the top with the New York Assay 
Office logotype seal with eagle on top, date in the center. 999 Fine. 44.07 ozs. Short ends stamped 9511 and 1780. Essentially as 
made. 


Sigh (16/200 


*1624. 1909 New York Assay Office Rectangular Refined Silver Bar. Stamped on the top with the dated Assay Office seal above a 
displayed eagle stamp. On the back the same office and eagle stamps and FINE 999. One short edge stamped 945, the other 4. 
One long edge stamped OZS. 5.82. A very attractive bar, essentially as made. 
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Since 1935: AUCTIONS-RETAIL-APPRAISALS 


y Visit us on the World Wide Web 
www.stacks.com 


Visit our showroom at 123 West 57th St., New York City 
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MODERN ASSAY BARS AND INGOTS 


EXTREMELY RARE 1931 NEW YORK ASSAY OFFICE GOLD BAR 





Lot No. 1625 


1625 1931 New York Assay Office Gold Bar. 57 x 37 x 16 mm. 999.8 Fine. 20.33 Ounces. Stamped on the front is the seal 
of the New York Assay Office with the 1931 date and FINE 999.8. On the top edge is the bar’s serial number 24546 and 
on the bottom edge is stamped 17, presumably a batch number. The long edge at the left is stamped $420.17, the bar’s 
dollar value in 1931, and the long edge at right is stamped with the bar’s weight, OZS 20.33. The back of the bar is blank 
and shows subsidence flaws where the bar cooled. 


Extremely rare: we have no records of another gold New York Assay Office or other federal government gold bar hav- 
ing been sold at public auction since 1981. The Garrett Collection sale of that year included a 1911 New York Assay Office 
5.46 ounce 998.3 Fine gold bar that John Garrett bought from Texas dealer B. Max Mehl in 1926. When it was sold in 
1981 that small bar realized all of $6,400. 


What makes the presently offered bar even rarer and more important is its very late date. It was made only 
two years before President Roosevelt took the United States off the gold standard. Before April, 1933 citizens could go to 
the New York Assay Office and buy gold bars for any purpose they wanted. Following the April, 1933 executive order, and 
later congressional agreement, ordinary citizens were not allowed to own gold bars such as the presently offered one. In 
fact, they were required to turn them in to be melted. Consequently, it is a small miracle that this bar managed to survive 
the great meltdown of the 1930’s that claimed so many other important numismatic treasures (think of the 1927‘D’ Dou- 
ble Eagles, for example). Of course, it is now once again perfectly legal to own this gold bar. 


The New York Assay Office was established by the Coinage Act of March 3, 1853. The later Act of 1873 stated that the 
office was to be “in all respects similar to that of the mints, except that bars only, and not coin, shall be manufactured 
therein.” Sample bars were even made on a regular basis to be sent to the Philadelphia Mint for assaying. As in any U.S. 
mint, the New York Assay Office was under the direction of a Superintendent appointed by the Secretary of the Treasury 
and an Assayer. In 1926, just five years before the presently offered bar was made, the U.S. government described the 
New York Assay Office in these words: “At New York is far the greatest of the assay offices. The structure is really two 
buildings which have been connected. The newer portion, 52 feet by 75 feet in dimension, fronts on Wall Street, and is 
four stories in height. To the rear of this is the refinery, covering about the same ground area as the front portion but 
nine stories in height.” 


The New York Assay Office was closed in 1982 following the creation of the West Point Bullion Depository. Between 
November, 1981 and August, 1982 193,782 gold bars weighing about 2,318 tons were trucked from the Assay Office to 
West Point. The Assay Office buildings were at one time suggested as the new home for the American Numismatic Society. 
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MODERN ASSAY BARS AND INGOTS 
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1626 1946 Philadelphia Mint. Rectangular Refined Silver 1636 Undated San Francisco Mint. Ca, 1940’s. Rectangy 
Bar. Stamped on the top with the mint’s seal. On the lar Refined Silver Bar. Stamped on the top with the 
back with the date, OZS 6.02, FINE 999 and No.5. One mint’s seal, 1237, 999 3/4 FINE. On the back 7.14 Ozs 
short side stamped 10, all others blank. Essentially as Edges blank. Essentially as made. , 
made. 

1637 Undated Star Metals. Rectangular Refined Silver Ba, 

1627 1946 Philadelphia Mint. Rectangular Refined Silver Stamped on the top with the firm’s logotype and 999 
Bar. Stamped on the top with the mint’s seal, date, 999 fineness, in punches to the right 5.20 TROY OUNCE 
FINE, and weight as OZS 6.41. Stamped again with the Probably made after 1945. Essentially as made. 
seal on the back and No. 89. One short side stamped 10, 
all others blank. Essentially as made. 1638 Undated Thorne Mining and Refining Company 

Rectangular Refined Silver Bar. No. 268. .9998 Fine Si). 

1628 1946 Philadelphia Mint. Rectangular Refined Silver ver. Value marked on bar $4.47. With the Thorne Min. 
Bar. Stamped on the top with the date, FINE 999 and ing and Refining Company’s seal at the top, particulars 
the mint’s seal. On the back No. 20 and OZS 6.85. One of this bar stamped in logotype and letter punches 
short side stamped 10, all others blank. Essentially as below. All other sides blank. In the early 1950’s a hoard 
made. of 85 silver ingots stamped by the Thorne company was 

discovered in Prescott, Arizona. The company js 

1629 1946 Philadelphia Mint. Rectangular Refined Silver believed to have been in operation ca. 1880-1900. The 
Bar. Stamped on the top with the mint’s seal above No. Thorne bars may have been made as corporate gifts 
40 and OZS 6.99. Back stamped with date and FINE intended for members of the company’s board of direc. 
999. One short side stamped 10, all others blank. Essen- tors. Essentially as made. 


tially as made. : 
1639 Undated Thorne Mining and Refining Company. 


1630 1946 Philadelphia Mint. Rectangular Refined Silver Rectangular “Silver” Bar. This is a cast copy of the orig. 
Bar. Stamped on the top with the mint’s seal. On the inal Thorne bar that has serial number 231. Several of 
bottom with the date, No. 115, FINE 999 and OZS 9.83. these copies were made some years ago on the east 
One short side stamped 10, all others blank. Essentially coast. They have become classics today because they are 
as made. so crudely made, with their huge sprues. These are 

recorded on p. 269 of Dave Bowers book on coin hoards 

1631 1946 Philadelphia Mint. Rectangular Refined Silver and treasures, where their full story is told. SOLD AS 
Bar. Stamped on the top with the date over FINE 999, IS. NO RETURNS. 
the mint’s seal, and OZS 12.26. On the back No. 122. : ; 

One short edge stamped 10, all others blank. Essentially 1640 Undated Yellow Daisy Refining Company. Nevada. 
as made. Rectangular Refined Silver Bar. Stamped with the firm’s 
logotype, 11.07 [ozs] weight, and 999 [Fine] on the top, 

1632 1946 Philadelphia Mint. Rectangular Refined Silver 28 on the bottom face. Certainly modern, probably after 
Bar. Stamped on the top with the mint’s seal, date, No. 1945. Essentially as made. 


167, OZS 31.71, and FINE 999. Essentially as made. : F 
1641 Undated Anepigraphic Rectangular Bar, presumably 


1633 Undated Philadelphia Mint. Ca. 1940’s. Rectangular silver from its color. Unfinished, one side still rough 
Refined Silver Bar. A massive bar stamped 187.52 ozs of cast. Interesting companion piece, showing a bar in its 
998 1/4 Fine with 123 in center and No.378 near top in pre-finished state. Undoubtedly modern, after 1945. 


individual letter and numeral punches. Philadelphia Essentially as made. 


Mint seal stamped twice in center by logotype. Unusual 
trapezoidal cross section. All edges bevelled. More finish- 


ing work than was required went into making this bar, FOREIGN ASSAY BARS and 
suggesting it was a custom made piece. This is the RELATED ITEMS 


largest silver bar we have handled. Essentially as made. 


1642 Australia. Joseph Lane Token. Made by Lane of 
Birmingham from refined Australian copper for alloyiné 
HISTORIC 1955 SAN FRANCISCO MINT BAR gold. Good Fine, numerous small edge dents. 


*1634 1955 San Francisco Mint. Rectangular Refined 1643 Burma. Rangoon. Irrawaddy Counting House 
Silver Bar. Stamped on the front with the date, Refined Silver Bar. Approx. 152.0 gms. With the oi/icl# 
the mint’s seal, 10.58 OZS, 1768, and 999.75 seal and fineness as .900 and its value as 10 Burma! 
F{INE]. On each of the two short sides, 1. On the Rupees on the top face, all other sides blank. Essentialls 
back, by an electric engraving tool: “1854 to 1955 as made. 


United States Mint at San Francisco. Silver bars 

pure please compare. We are in business the hun- *1644 Mexico. Las Minas de Peralta. Rectangular refined 
dredth year. 999.75 thous. is our aim. No other Silver Bar. Stamped on the top in letter punches with 
branch can make this claim. That is the key to our the mine’s name, on the bottom in Spanish 999 3/4 Fine. 


widespread fame. But alas we close up just the 75 1/2 grams. Probably after 1945. Essentially, as made 
same.” Essentially as made. 





1645 Turkey. Undated Silver Bars. 55.5 x 18.2 x 12.9" 
Stamped 999.0 [Fine] between tuhgra’s, the weight | ; 


1635 Undated San Francisco Mint. Ca. 1940’s. Rectangu- kilograms KGM.0.125700 on one side; 59.7 x 32.9 x Ye 
lar Refined Silver Bar. Stamped on the top with the mm. Stamped with tuhgra’s on two sides, .999.0 ‘aaa 
mint’s seal above 335 and 999.75 FINE. On back, 5.17 and the weight in kilograms K.233300. Both about 
OZS. Short ends blank. Essentially as made. made. 2 pieces. 


*Illustrated on Page 201 — 202 — 
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Weekly Times article published by Fred Perris in 1880 regarding this area’s potential for water storage. After surveying the 
faced with the challenge that most of the valley was privately owned and used for sheep and cattle grazing. J.S. Slauson, < 
Angeles banker, and an ex-miner named Richard Garvey owned most of it, while Southern Pacific Railroad owned another 
purchased a 20-day option on Bear Valley for $500 and he used these 20 days to take innumerable trips with potential inve 
site. By the end of the allotted time, the Bear Valley Land and Water Company was formed. Bear Valley Land and Water » 
ually involved in litigation over water rights and although they usually won — it was costly, in time and money. The goal w 
to the entire water shed: no small feat! But as the rights were being secured, Brown started building the dam in July 1883. 
July of 1885 that the first water flowed from the dam. In about 1889-90, Brown began a series of selling stocks from his o 
other companies that were his own. After organizing the Bear Valley and Alessandro Development Company c1889 they b 
Bear Valley Water Company (and 20,000 acres of the Alessandro), then they incorporated the Bear Valley Irrigation Compe 
all of the original Bear Valley Land and Water Company, including the dam, from Bear Valley and Alessandro. All of this ' 


course, to make money! (Ref: The San Bernadinos by Robinson, publisher — Big Santa Anita Historical Soc., pp169-178; ¢ 
Redlands, 1963, pp102-105.) Est. $200-400 Feed tala y SS “{3fol 


SACRAMENTO 


460. Sacramento. Dreamland Dance Hall/ S5c//blank, 22mm, octagonal, al, au. Three pieces. 
Est $10-25 






461.Sacramento. Sacramento. Black & Co Fantasy $20 Gold Piece. 
Sac. California Gold/SMV.900/(pic of a press)/1855/20 Dollars//Blake & 
Co/20/Assayers. Rd, br(?), 32 mm. This reverse design shows concentric 
circles around the 20 in the middle. This design is not shown or described 
for Blake & Co gold coins. Rough points along edges. Xf. Est. $25-50 


462. Sacramento. Sacramento. Darius Ogden Mills & Co. Bill 
of Exchange, 1864. Issued to William Condon for $600 gold. Check #21131. Vignette at top right of 
a side-paddle wheel steamer. Vignette at left of a schooner. Very small vignette at bottom center of a 
dog laying down. Créme paper with “SECOND” in gray underprint. Printer - Bald, Coysland & Co, 

New York. 4x 9. Paper is slightly acidified at lower left corner with resultant 


staining and chips. Upper left corner has small piece missing. Extremely fine. 
Est. $150-300 
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tes; = 463. Sacramento. Sacramento. Governor’s Special Message to the Legislature in relation 
PACs Ker 1854. The address concerns incorporations of companies especially directed at the steam navigatior 


Governor is concerned that monopolies may develop. 6 pps. Front and rear cover missing. 5 x 7. 
Kerr, State Printer. Fine. Est. $25-75 


SPECIAL MESSAGE TO THE LEGISLATURE 
CORPORATIONS 


464. Sacramento. Sacramento. Native Sons of the Golden West 
Centennial Commemorative Coin. (pic of the capitol with Us Flag and 
CA State flag and bear)/Native Sons of the Golden West/(ring of small stars 


along edge//Friendship Loyalty Charity/1875/Centennial/1975/100 Years. 
Rd, br, 39 mm. Vf. Est. $25-50 





465. Sacramento. Sacramento. Revenue Laws of the State 
of California, 1897. Original hard bound cover with California State Seal pressed on bacl 


Title states “*...Prepared for the use of Assessors, Collectors, Auditors, and State and Coun 
pps. Near mint condition. Est. $100-200 


SAN BERNARDINO . 





466. San Bernardino or Inyo. Three photographs of an uniden- 

tified mill. All 6 x 10” each, horizontal format, matted. Each says 
“Joy-Grantz” on the bottom, probably a Los Angeles Photographer. These three photos were originally in 
a dilapidated frame with a Los Angeles frame company emblem on the back. We removed them from the 
frame and a larger mat hoping for identification. One photograph shows the mill in its completed form 
and two photos show the mill after an explosion or fire. They appear to date to about 1935. A large dry 
lake can be seen in the background of one photo. All are in a very arid desert setting, typical of Inyo or 


. San Bernardino deserts. Each in excellent condition and quality. These should be identifiable to a south- 
ern California mining expert. Est. $100-200 








